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the various parts are of quite unequal value. The account
of the English income tax is neither detailed nor satisfactory.
Attention, however, is called to the familiar fact that the
English system is not a tax on general income, but on
product, and that with the exception of schedule D (income
from commercial pursuits, etc.') it may well be compared with
the contribution foncidre and the contribution personnelle et
mobilise of France. The description of American taxation
is absurdly inadequate, and that of the German system is not
much better. On the other hand, the working of the Italian
law of 1877 taxing the income of movable property is fully
explained; and a good chapter is devoted to the income and
property taxes of the Swiss cantons.

M. Guyot is not a partisan of the income tax ; he advances
the common argument of the inquisitorial character of the
tax, and discusses rather superficially the question of progres-
sion. The history of the various projects from 1848 onward
is, however, well written and interesting. He thinks that
France committed a grave mistake after the Prussian war
in increasing the indirect taxes. He leans toward a general
property tax, like that advocated by Menier; and in dis-
cussing the objection that the valuation is attended with
great difficulties, he says: uLa pratique des Etats-Unis et
de la Suisse repond encore a cette objection." It is to be
feared that this rosy view is caused by entire ignorance of
American methods and results. His error shows the extreme
danger of general analogies, and tends to make one sceptical
as to M. Guyot's other propositions.

The practical outcome of the report is a proposal to reform
the property taxes. The land tax, as imposed in 1790, is an
apportioned tax. As a consequence, as early as 1821 the divi-
sion between the departments and the communes was so un-
equal that in some cases the tax amounted to one-sixth, in
others to only one-seventeenth, of the rent or produce. A gen-
eral valuation or cadastre was begun in 1808 but was not
finished until 1851; and in the meantime the valuation has
again greatly changed, so that at present the amount of tax paid